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A    N O T E    T O    T H E    R E A D E R 
 
 

There were many ancient life stories of Jesus, stories called 
gospels. 
 
In late antiquity, four gospel stories were collected into the 
New Testament of the Christian bible. Each was entitled with 
the name of its purported author: Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 
 
There were dozens of other ancient gospels besides these four. 
All were in use by ancient Christians. And any library or large 
bookstore will have them all to read now, either separately or 
in a collection. 
 
Among all these ancient gospels, Mark has the distinction of 
being the first published story of the life of Jesus.  
 
Mark may have had the field to itself in the decade of the 70s 
in the first century, before there were other gospels, and before 
there was something called a New Testament into which Mark 
would be inducted. 
 
Mark deserves to stand alone. 
 

. . . . . . 
 
Try to read Mark as it was read (or heard) in the 70s of the 
first century. Read Mark as it was for a while: the only written 
story of Jesus in existence. Although it's difficult, try to read 
Mark without reference to any other gospel portrayal of Jesus.  
 
Every sentence in this version of Mark has been revisited and 
refashioned into lively twenty-first-century American English. 
Some of my word choices are un-usual so as to arrest the 
attention of the usual gospel reader. I have also slightly 
annotated a few sentences so as to expose meaning. 
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O   N   E 

 

 

The good news has already started about Jesus, who is 

none other than the liberator, and also God's only child. 

 

God once said to his only child through the ancient poet 

Isaiah: 
 

Before going with my memo 

Send herald to declare  

Cracked voice in a wasteland 

'Get ready for me there!' 
 

That herald, a man named John, showed up in the very 

wasteland Isaiah spoke of, and John made people 

earnestly regret their moral flaws to the point of desiring 

him to splash them in the Jordon River to indicate their 

desire to be washed clean of those failings. 

 

People from Jerusalem, and even far outside of 

Jerusalem, came to hear this splashing preacher John at 

the river, and afterwards they all felt sincerely 
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remorseful about their failings and they consented to be 

splashed with water by this John.  

 

This John (not unlike Elijah of old) was all the while 

eating insects and uncultivated honey and wearing a 

camel pelt with a rawhide sash. 

 

John kept saying over and over: "There is someone who 

is better at this than me, and he will turn up very soon. I 

am not even worthy to bend down to tie the laces of his 

shoe. I splash you with water. He'll splash you with 

God's holy spittle." 

 

Just then, Jesus arrived from up north, having walked all 

the way from Nazareth in Galilee, and John splashed 

him in the river. 

 

After the water dripped from his eyes, Jesus saw the sky 

rip open and God's holy exhalation plunge down and 

soar at him like a bird. Just then a voice out of the 

atmosphere said, "You are my darling child and I am so 

delighted with you." 
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Without delay God's holy exhalation forced Jesus further 

out into the wasteland to be alone for forty days, where 

fierce creatures might scare him, Satan entice him, and 

angels tend to him tenderly. 

 

When John was jailed, Jesus returned to Galilee, 

broadcasting God's good report by saying, "This is it! 

God is very close! Feel sorry for your failings and accept 

forgiveness as the good news it is!" 

 

One day, near the banks of Galilee Lake, Jesus saw two 

men hurling a fishnet into the water. They were the 

brothers Simon and Andrew, fishermen both. Jesus 

cupped his hands around his mouth and yelled at them, 

"Come with me and I'll teach you how to fish for human 

beings." The brothers dropped their net on the spot and 

went with Jesus. 

 

A little further along Jesus saw two other brothers, the 

sons of Zebedee, James and John. They were sitting in a 

boat with their father tying knots in ripped fishnets. 

Jesus called the boys over, and they left Zebedee sitting 

right there in the dinghy along with a few hired hands. 
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Then the five of them, Simon, Andrew, James, John and 

Jesus, went to the seaside town of Capernaum, and on 

Saturday Jesus walked into the synagogue and started 

educating the people. The people were all flabbergasted 

at his teaching ability, because he spoke and gestured 

with a confident air of authority, which the people were 

not at all used to in their regular teachers. 

 

A second later, a demon-possessed man in the 

synagogue screamed out, "What are you going to do, 

Jesus from Nazareth, annihilate me? I know that you're 

the sacred one from God." 

 

Jesus sharply scolded the demon, saying, "Shut up and 

get out!" The demon shrieked and violently shook the 

body of the possessed man, but it left just the same. 

 

The people in the synagogue were flabbergasted all the 

more and asked, "What? Authoritative teaching and the 

demons obey him?" 

 

(And this was the moment Jesus began to be famous in 

Galilee). 
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Right after leaving the synagogue, the five of them went 

over to Simon's house where Simon's wife's mother was 

laid out with a fever. Somebody told Jesus this and he 

clutched her hand and stood her upright and the fever 

left her right then and there. And she began to get the 

boys whatever they needed. 

 

That very evening, the general public started bringing 

sick and demon-possessed people to Jesus, and the entire 

citizenry of the town was jam-packed around Simon's 

house. Jesus healed many sick people that night and cast 

out many demons too, though he would not let the 

demons utter a word that might identify him to the 

crowd. 

 

In the morning, before even a hint of daylight was in the 

sky, Jesus left the house and found an isolated place to 

pray. Simon, Andrew, James and John hunted Jesus 

down and said to him, "Already the people are looking 

for you." 
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Jesus said, "Let's go to another town, and to another one 

after that, and another. I want to preach in other places 

too. That's really why I left the house so early." 

 

So Jesus walked all over Galilee, preaching his message 

in synagogues and expelling demons. 

 

One time a leper knelt in front of Jesus and begged him 

to cure him, saying, "If you want to, you can heal me." 

Jesus was visibly moved by the request and extended his 

hand to touch the leper, saying, "I do want to. Heal!" Not 

a second later the leprosy was gone. 

 

Jesus had stern words for the cured leper: "Don't tell a 

soul I did this to you. Simply go and show yourself to 

the priests, and for the priests' sake, make an offering for 

your health, like Moses commanded. Don't tell a soul I 

did this to you!" 

 

But that cured leper couldn't keep his mouth shut. He 

told everybody that Jesus healed him, and the word 

spread and spread, so much so that Jesus couldn't walk 

into a town without being mobbed. 
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And that's when Jesus decided to stay out in the 

countryside most of the time. 

 

But people found him––wherever he went. 
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T   W   O 

 

 

After several days, Jesus returned to Capernaum, and the 

word got around that he was at his home there. 

 

So many people crowded into his house and spilled out 

onto the veranda that no one newly arriving could even 

see the door much less enter the place. 

 

Jesus was inside talking about God. 

 

Then four people walked up carrying a fifth who was 

paralyzed, but they simply could not get inside the house 

to see Jesus because of the crush of people outside. 

 

So they jumped up on top of the place and started 

dismantling the roof ! After they ripped open a sizeable 

hole, they actually lowered the paralytic down on a mat 

and set him right in front of Jesus. 

 

Jesus looked up and saw the four looking down through 

the gaping cavity in his ceiling and saw that they had 
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faith, and so he said to the paralyzed man, "Pal, your 

moral flaws are forgivable." 

 

There were some smugly pious types sitting there who 

thought it was irreverent of Jesus to speak such a thing. 

After all, who can really say moral flaws are forgivable 

except God? 

 

Jesus picked up on their self-satisfied piety and turned to 

them and said, "Why do you think ungenerous thoughts? 

Which statement might have been easier for me to say? 

'Your flaws are forgivable' or 'Get up and walk'? I want 

you to know that I, a human child, have the right to say 

moral flaws are forgivable." 

 

Then Jesus faced the paralytic and said, "Get up and get 

out." And that's what the paralytic did, in front of the 

whole crowd. 

 

And everyone was amazed and was thanking God and 

saying things like, "We never saw anything at all like 

this!" 
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At another time Jesus was teaching a group of people by 

Galilee Lake, and then he started strolling along the 

bank. Eventually he saw Alpaheus's son Levi sitting in 

his tax-collecting stall. Jesus yelled over to him, "Come 

with me!" Levi stood in the stand and then went along 

with Jesus. 

 

Then Jesus and his students had dinner at Levi's house, 

where most of the guests were tax collectors, and not a 

few more were extravagant moral malefactors. (Quite a 

lot of reprobates liked Jesus's company). 

 

Then some of the smugly pious found out Jesus was 

consorting with loathed tax collectors and notable moral 

malefactors and they asked Jesus's students why he did 

such an unadvisable thing. 

 

Jesus, of course, overheard the query and said to the 

smugly pious: "If you're healthy you don't need a doctor 

but if you're sick you do. My message isn't really for 

people who are already virtuous; it's for reprobates, 

rascals, the spiritually sick." 
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During those days a lot of the smugly pious would go 

without food as a spiritual discipline, and so would the 

students of John. (John was that herald who used to 

splash people in the Jordon River). And so some people 

innocently asked Jesus why he and his students ate and 

drank so much. 

 

Jesus replied, "When the groom is at his wedding the 

guests should imbibe and eat, right? It wouldn't be 

acceptable for them to refuse food and drink then, would 

it?  Later, after the wedding, they can cut back on food 

and drink." 

 

He went on in a different vein: "Nobody would sew a 

new piece of fabric over a tear in a very old gown 

because the new material will likely pull off and simply 

make the original tear worse. And nobody would pour 

freshly made wine into very old wineskins because the 

skins are liable to burst and spill the wine out." 

 

One Saturday Jesus and his students walked through a 

field and the students picked some cereal stalks and ate 

them, and some of the smug-haughty pious observed this 
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and told Jesus it was against the religious law to do such 

a thing on a Saturday. 

 

But Jesus told them: "Surely you remember the story 

where hungry David and his hungrier buddies actually 

went into the Jerusalem Temple and ate the sanctified 

bread that was there. This was bread that, by religious 

law, was only meant to be eaten by the holy priests of 

the Temple. Here's the point: People's needs are more 

important than religious rules. Saturday is for people, not 

vice versa. And this human child is the master of 

Saturdays!"  
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T   H   R   E   E 

 

 

Jesus entered a synagogue and a man was sitting there 

with an emaciated, shrunken hand. 

 

The smugly pious kept an eye on Jesus so they could 

blame him if he mended the man's hand on a Saturday. 

 

Jesus knew this and told the man to come over to him, 

and then Jesus said to the haughty pious, "Does religious 

law permit us to do a good deed on Saturday or does it 

recommend the opposite: a bad deed? To put it another 

way: Should we save a life on Saturday or should we 

take a life?" 

 

For their part, as a response, the smug ones kept silent, 

which infuriated Jesus. 

 

Plus, he was genuinely hurt by their callousness. 
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So he said to the man with the misshaped hand, "Stretch 

out your fingers like this." And the man did it and his 

hand became normal. 

 

The snooty pious saw it all and stormed out of the 

synagogue, hurrying to find the followers of King Herod 

and connive with them about ways to eliminate Jesus. 

 

For his part, Jesus went down to Galilee Lake.  

 

A huge throng of people came to see him from all over 

Galilee, and from Judea, and from Jerusalem itself, and 

from Idumea, and even from places beyond the Jordon 

River, like Tyre and Sidon. 

 

Jesus had been curing so many people that the sick kept 

pushing and pushing forward just to touch him. He was 

literally backed up to the water's edge by the throng and 

so he told his students to get a boat ready so he could 

jump into it and get out on the water and not get crushed 

on the banks.  
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Meanwhile, demons were shouting to Jesus from the 

mouths of their possessed hosts: "You are the child of 

God!" But Jesus ordered them not to disclose his true 

identity. 

 

Jesus then made his way into the mountains and took the 

students he wanted with him, twelve in all, whom he 

began to call "apostles." These were those he sent out to 

repeat his message and to dispel demons. 

 

They were, by name: 
 

• Simon (whom Jesus nicknamed "Peter") 
• James and John (Zebedee's boys, whom Jesus 

nicknamed "Sons of Thunder") 
• Andrew 
• Philip 
• Bartholomew 
• Matthew 
• Thomas 
• James (son of Alphaeus) 
• Thaddeus 
• Simon (the Cananaean) 
• Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus) 
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After this, Jesus went home, and the crowd of people 

dogging his every move prevented him from even eating 

dinner. 

 

Jesus's own family came to spirit him away because they 

actually thought he was crazy. And the smugly pious 

were saying, "He's possessed of the devil and by the 

devil's powers he expels demons." 

 

Jesus called the smugly pious over to him and said: 

 

"How can the devil eject the devil, eh? If a powerful 

force is fighting against itself, it won't be powerful much 

longer, will it? If the members of a household are 

divided, the household won't stick together long. So, if 

the strongman devil is warring with himself, his days are 

numbered. In point of fact, if you think about it, no one 

can break into a strongman's house and steal his stuff 

until the strongman himself is tied up tight. Then the 

house can be looted." 

 

Jesus went on in reference to their accusation: "Beyond a 

doubt, moral offenses are forgivable, even sacrilege and 
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impiety. But one offense is never forgivable: and that's 

saying irreverent things about God's holy soul, as you 

did in saying I'm possessed of an un-holy soul." 

 

Then Jesus's mother and all his brothers and sisters came 

to his house and called to him from the outside. Some of 

the people inside who were sitting around Jesus told 

him, "Your mother and all your brothers and all your 

sisters are outside asking for you." Jesus said, "Who is 

my mother, really? And who are my brothers and my 

sisters, really?" Then he looked around the room at the 

folks who had been listening to him and he said, "Here! 

You are my mother, brothers, and sisters! Because 

whoever does what God requires of them, that person is 

my sister and my brother and my mother." 
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F   O   U   R 

 

 

Jesus went back to the lakefront. 

 

There was such a huge crowd on the banks that he got 

into a boat and drifted out on the water a bit so he could 

address the crush of people on the shore. 

 

He shouted to them, "Hush now, so everybody can hear 

me!"  

 

Then he began story-time: 

 

"There once was a farmer who tossed his seeds here and 

there. A few of the seeds landed on a trail and birds 

gobbled them up. A few of the seeds landed on some 

pebbly dirt and soon popped up, but not having any deep 

roots because of the pebbles, the shoots eventually got 

burnt up by the sun. A few of the seeds landed among 

thorns and thistle bushes and, though they sprouted, the 

thorns and thistles soon choked them out. Finally, a few 

seeds landed on very good soil and they grew to produce 
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a crop thirty and sixty and even a hundred times more 

than the initial seeds." 

 

Then Jesus said to the people, "You got ears? Then think 

it through." 

 

Later, when Jesus was alone with his twelve "apostles" 

(as he liked to call them) and some others, they asked 

him to tell them the meaning of the farmer story. 

 

Jesus said to them, "I'll tell you, as insiders, God's 

secrets without decorating them in yarns, but to the 

outsiders I'm only going to speak in story-time. You 

know why? Because, if I may quote the ancient poet 

Isaiah: 
 

They might glance but they won't see 

They might hear but won't perceive 

They won't ask and they won't get 

Forgiveness is not theirs yet 
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Then he returned to the farmer story and said to his 

students, "You really don't get this simple tale? How on 

earth are you going to appreciate my story-times?!" 

 

He went on to explain the fiction of the farmer: "The 

farmer's seed symbolizes God's word. The seeds on the 

trail that are eaten by the birds symbolize the word of 

God that gets stolen away by the devil. The seeds in the 

pebbles symbolize the word of God that takes root for a 

little while in people but dies out when the going gets 

rough for them. The seeds in the thorns and thistle 

bushes symbolize the word of God that takes root in 

people but dies out when they involve themselves too 

deeply in worldly concerns and crave money and 

material things. Finally, the seeds on the good soil 

symbolize the word of God that takes hold in people and 

who therefore bring it to fruition, be that thirty or sixty 

or a hundred times over." 

 

Then he went back to the multitude and commenced 

more story-time: 
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"Would you set a lamp under a bucket or a bed, or would 

you set in on a tabletop? A tabletop! So as to spread the 

light! There is no secret that will not be disclosed by 

light." 

 

And: "Listen up! The amount you give will equal the 

amount you get. And you may get more, because to 

those who have a lot, even extra will be given to them. 

But to those who have almost nothing, even what little 

they have will be taken away from them." 

 

And: "God developing a following on earth is as if he 

were a Man planting seeds that turn into plants. We don't 

know how plants grow; the earth just produces this stuff. 

But when the plants are ready and ripe, the Man takes a 

sling blade to the crops and harvests them." 

 

And: "God developing a following on earth is as if he 

were a Man planting a minuscule seed that grows into 

the biggest tree you can imagine, with birds making 

nests in its shaded leafy boughs." 

 



 

A Fresh Rendering of the First Published Story About Jesus 
© lucilio.vanini@gmail.com 

 
 

24 

So Jesus spoke to the crowds with these yarns and in 

private he explained the stories to his intimate followers. 

 

In the evening of the very day Jesus was telling all these 

stories he said to his students, "Let's go to the other side 

of the lake." 

 

And so the students left the crowd behind and put Jesus 

in a boat, even without him making any preparations for 

the trip. Other boats sailed along side Jesus's boat as they 

made way.  

 

Then a squall kicked up and very nearly sunk the boat 

Jesus was in, with waves tossing over and into it.  

 

Jesus was actually asleep in the back of the boat, curled 

up on a pillow! 

 

Frantically, his students woke Jesus saying, "Teacher, 

don't you care that we're going to drown?" He awoke 

and then yelled at the storm, "Calm down!" At that 

instant there was a vast silence in the air and utter 

stillness on the water.  
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Then he said to his students, "How come the dread of 

death?  …  Are you still faithless?"  

 

Among themselves the students asked, "Who is this that 

a squall obeys him?" 
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F   I    V   E 

 

 

The boat landed in Garasene territory. 

 

Within seconds of Jesus stepping ashore a possessed 

man walked out of a nearby graveyard and up to Jesus. 

 

This man lived in that graveyard. And though people had 

tried to manacle him in the past, he was able to break the 

chains, and no one was strong enough anymore to re-

shackle him. Through days and nights, in that graveyard 

and on the surrounding hills, he would wail and hurt 

himself with sharp rocks. 

 

When he met Jesus the man bent himself to the ground 

at Jesus's feet and, yelling into the dirt, said, "What are 

you doing here, Jesus, child of the uppermost God? I beg 

you in God's name not to torture me." 

 

Jesus, speaking to the demon inside the man, said, "What 

is your name?" The man said, "We call ourselves Host, 
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for there are many of us in here. Please don't cast us out 

of the vicinity." 

 

As it happened, a herd of about two thousand pigs were 

grazing on a nearby hillside, and the demons pleaded 

with Jesus to send them into the swine. So Jesus granted 

their request. They entered the pigs, but all at once the 

animals dashed up a ridge and over it, falling into the 

lake where they were drowned. 

 

The pig owners reported the story to the locals right 

away, and the locals came out to see for themselves. 

 

When the locals arrived what they saw was the demon 

man, the man with the Host, sitting there fully composed 

and fully clothed. Everybody was suddenly very 

frightened and they implored Jesus to leave the area. 

 

So Jesus got back into the boat to do so. But the man 

who had the Host begged to come along with Jesus. 

Jesus refused him. But Jesus did say to the man, "Go 

find your friends and convince them of what God in his 

mercy has done or you." And so the man left to spread 
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the story of his deliverance. Ten cities full of people 

listened to his tale, and all were amazed to hear it. 

 

Then Jesus went right back to the other side of the lake 

and disembarked on a shore where a gigantic crowd was 

awaiting him.  

 

Jarius, one of the principal figures in the local 

synagogue, pushed forward and collapsed at Jesus's feet, 

begging him and begging him over and over: "My little 

girl is sick and near death. Please, please, please come 

and cure her so she won't die." Jesus went with Jarius, 

and the throng followed too, pressing in very close upon 

Jesus. 

 

There was a woman in that throng who had been 

enduring a hemorrhage (and doctors' care of it) for a 

dozen years. She had spent a lot of money on palliatives 

without a cure. And the problem was getting worse, not 

better. She heard about Jesus and she crept up to touch 

his sleeve, telling herself, "If I just feel his clothes I'll be 

healed." She did manage to touch his sleeve, and in that 

instant she was restored to health. 
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Jesus felt healing energy leave his body and he turned 

around in the crush of people and asked, "Who touched 

me?" His students said to him, "Look at this huge throng 

of people pressing in all around you! How can you ask 

such a question?" 

 

But the woman knew she was healed and stepped 

forward. She was scared and trembling and fell down on 

the ground in front of Jesus. She told him the whole 

truth. He said, "Child, it was your faith that cured you. 

Go on home. Relax. And be healed of your disease." 

 

Jesus was in the middle of speaking this last sentence 

when people showed up from Jarius's house with the 

report that his little daughter had died. "No need to 

bother the teacher anymore," they said. But Jesus turned 

to Jarius and whispered, "Don't worry, just keep 

believing." 

 

When they got to Jarius's home, Jesus took Peter and 

James and John inside with him, where various people 

were wailing with grief. Jesus said to them: "Why wail? 

The little girl is only asleep, not dead." 
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Through their tears they laughed at Jesus. So Jesus put 

them all outside. 

 

But Jesus kept the mother, the father, Peter, James and 

John with him inside the house, and the six of them 

entered the room where the girl was lying still upon a 

mat. 

 

In his native Aramaic, Jesus shouted at the girl, "Talitha 

cum!" That means, "Little girl get up!" And not a second 

later that little twelve-year old girl got up and started 

walking around the room! Jarius and his wife and Peter 

and James and John were absolutely astonished and very 

nearly overcome with shock.  

 

Jesus ordered the parents never to tell a soul that he 

brought the girl back to life. 

 

Then he instructed them to feed their daughter right 

away. 
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S   I    X 

 

 

Jesus took his students to visit the hamlet where he had 

grown up and that he had recently left. 

 

There, on a Saturday, he spoke in the synagogue, and the 

locals were beside themselves with amazed suspicion, 

saying things like, "Why on earth does he think he has a 

clear perception of things? And where does he get off 

thinking he has power to perform miracles? Hasn't he 

always been our village carpenter? Isn't he Mary's son? 

Aren't his brothers James and Joses and Judas and Simon 

still around here somewhere? Don't all his sisters live 

here too?" 

 

They were really put off by Jesus. 

 

Jesus finally told them outright, "Prophets are usually 

admired, but I guess not by their relatives or their 

neighbors!" 
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He was stunned and stung by their disbelief in him and 

so he refused to perform miracles there, except maybe a 

healing or two, or three. 

 

So he left, but he stayed in the area to teach in other 

villages and hamlets. 

 

He collected his twelve apostles and sent them out in 

pairs, granting them the power to cast out demons from 

possessed people. 

 

He gave the apostles strict orders not to take anything 

superfluous with them, just a walking stick, two coats, 

and, of course, their clothes and shoes. Beyond that, they 

were to take nothing to eat, nothing to store anything in 

like a purse, and no money. 

 

Jesus advised them, "Stay in someone's home until you 

leave a village. If any village is unwelcoming and if its 

people don't want to hear you talk, make sure they see 

you dust off your shoes as you walk out of town: they'll 

get the point." 
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So the apostles made their travels and they told people of 

the need to be remorseful for moral flaws, and they 

ejected demons, and they daubed a bit of oil on sick 

people to cure them. 

 

As an aside:  

 

King Herod had gotten the word about Jesus's notoriety, 

since folks were saying things about Jesus like, "Jesus is 

actually John (the splasher) come back from the grave!" 

And, "Jesus is the prophet Elijah returned from the 

dead!" And, "Jesus is a new prophet just like the 

prophets of the old days!" 

 

Herod was inclined to believe the first report, that Jesus 

was (splashing) John come back from the dead, and he 

even said as much: "John, whose head I myself had 

removed from his body, has been raised from death." 

 

It was Herod who had had John arrested and jailed. He 

did it not because he wanted to but because his wife 

Herodias wanted him to. John had, in a very public way, 

disapproved of Herod marrying Herodias because she 
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was actually Herod's brother's wife. John would say 

publicly about the arrangement: "It's just not right!" 

 

So, it was really the wife, Herodias, who resented John's 

meddling, and it was she, not Herod, who wanted John 

dead. Herod himself feared John, and he also respected 

John's holiness. Herod had every intention of protecting 

John from harm. Furthermore, he liked to listen to John 

speak, though he didn't understand a word John was 

saying. 

 

Herodias got her chance at John by means of a birthday 

party Herod gave for himself.  

 

At the party, Herod's daughter performed a riveting 

dance before him and his guests, and Herod was so 

moved by it that he promised the girl anything she might 

ask, even (so he said) up to half of his kingdom. 

 

The girl found her mother, Herodias, and quietly asked 

her what she should ask of Herod. The mother said, "Ask 

him for splasher John's head." 
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The girl ran back to Herod and, in front of all his guests, 

made her request: "I would like splasher John's head to 

be cut off right now and brought in here on a serving 

tray." 

 

Herod was crestfallen. But because he made the pledge 

to the girl in front of the guests, he felt he had to go 

through with it. And so he sent a soldier with an order to 

the jailers to bring John's head. 

 

And so it was. John was decapitated in jail and his head 

brought to Herod on a serving tray, and Herod gave it to 

the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 

 

When John's students got the news, they went to the jail 

and took John's body to a crypt. 

 

Now, to return to the exploits of Jesus's apostles:  

 

After their journeys, the apostles came back and told 

Jesus everything they had been saying and doing. 
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Jesus told his students they needed to find a place to rest 

where the crowds couldn't find them, because the 

general commotion of late was such that they couldn't 

even have a leisurely meal together. 

 

And so the twelve of them and Jesus got into boats on 

Galilee Lake and sailed to a very isolated spot. 

 

But the people could tell where the boats were headed, 

and so they ran along the lakeshore all the way to the 

isolated spot Jesus had in mind. And they actually got 

there ahead of Jesus and his apostles. 

 

So Jesus went ashore amid a vast multitude of people. 

Feeling sorry for them because they were like so many 

sheep without a shepherd, he started to teach them many 

things. 

 

Later that evening his students said to him, "We're out in 

the boondocks here and it's late. So send these people off 

to find villages where they might buy something to eat." 

 

Jesus said, "You feed them." 
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They said, "Are you asking us to go spend a small 

fortune on pita bread and feed this throng?" 

 

He said, "Let's see how many pieces of pita you have 

here already." 

 

After counting them, they said, "We have five pieces, 

and there are two fish." 

 

Jesus told his students to tell the crowd to arrange 

themselves into groups of hundreds and fifties, which 

the crowd did. 

 

Then Jesus took the pita and a couple of fish and looked 

skyward while blessing the food. Then he broke up the 

pitas and the fish and started doling out the pieces to his 

students, and they doled them out to the people. 

 

Everyone in a crowd of five thousand men got plenty to 

eat! In fact, leftover pita and fish filled up twelve 

baskets! 
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Within a moment after this meal, Jesus was up on his 

feet and telling his students to get into boats and sail for 

Bathsaida without him. Jesus said his goodbyes to the 

crowd and dismissed them. Then he found a mountain to 

climb so he could pray. 

 

Out on the lake, Jesus's students were having a tough 

time of it, given that the wind was up and the water was 

choppy.  

 

In the morning Jesus walked out to them on the surface 

of the lake, and he was seeming to pass them by. The 

students saw a figure walking on the water and were 

petrified that it was a ghost. 

 

Jesus said, "It's okay! It's me! Don't be afraid!" 

 

He hopped into a boat and the wind died down and the 

water became calm. 

 

The students were nearly beyond believing what they 

had seen. After all, they didn't even comprehend that the 
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pita-fish dinner was a miracle. Their hearts were that 

insusceptible to belief. 

 

When the boats docked they were in the Gennesaret 

region, and even there folks knew who Jesus was. There 

was a huge rush of people bringing the sick to him. 

 

And that continued everywhere he went, from village to 

village, farm to farm, city to city, marketplace to 

marketplace: in all locales, the sick were laid out and 

they begged that they might simply touch the hem of 

Jesus's clothes. 

 

Every sick person who touched his hem was healed. 
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S   E   V   E   N 

 

 

Some of the smugly pious came from Jerusalem to 

observe Jesus, and in doing so they noticed his students 

ate with dirty hands. (There were numerous traditional 

washing rules in the Jewish religion). 

 

So the smugly pious asked Jesus, "Why do your students 

mock traditional rules and not wash their hands before 

they eat?" 

 

Jesus replied, "The ancient poet Isaiah was right about 

religious frauds like you when he said on behalf of God: 

 

People honor me with words  

Their hearts brick facades 

Such worship is absurd 

Supposing human rules are God's 

 

Jesus went on: "You're really discarding God's 

commandments and replacing them with new traditions. 

And you have a very clever way of sidestepping God's 
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commands so you can keep to those new traditions of 

yours. For instance, Moses gave the command to honor 

one's father and mother. Then you come along with a 

tradition informing people to tell their aged mothers and 

fathers, 'I would like to help you out with a little money 

but the new tradition says I have to donate that money to 

Temple upkeep instead.' And you thereby prevent 

children from giving money to their aged parents! You 

actually annul Moses's command to honor parents by 

your new tradition. You folks do lots and lots of things 

like that." 

 

Then Jesus addressed a crowd that overheard the entire 

exchange: "Listen up! Everyone! Get this. Nothing taken 

into your bodies can taint you spiritually. The opposite is 

the case: Things that come out of bodies can do harm." 

 

Later, when Jesus was alone inside with his students, 

they asked him what he meant by these last statements. 

He was somewhat alarmed that they didn't understand. 

 

Jesus said, "That which is outside a body and goes into 

it, a thing eaten or drunk, simply goes to the stomach 
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and out again as waste, never touching the soul, and 

therefore these things cannot despoil a person 

spiritually." 

 

(Here Jesus declared all foods admissible to eat). 

 

He continued: "On the other hand, that which is inside a 

body and comes out of it––I am speaking here of 

intentions of the heart––can indeed defile a person 

spiritually. Out of the soul may come intentions to 

perform, say, illicit sex or thievery or murder or adultery 

or an act of greed or an act of wickedness or profligacy 

or acts of envy or acts slandering people or arrogant acts 

or acts of simple stupidity. All these types of evil things 

come from inside a person and go outside, and they can 

indeed result in a spiritual blemish." 

 

Jesus then left for Tyre. He holed up in a house there and 

was hoping no one would discover him. And yet a 

woman who had a young daughter with a demon found 

him out. This mother fell at Jesus's feet and begged him 

to oust the evil spirit in her child. 
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Since she was not Jewish and was of another religion 

and ethnicity and not strictly among the children of God, 

Jesus spoke to her metaphorically, saying, "It wouldn't 

be fair-minded of me to take the children's food and give 

it to a dog. The children must come first." 

 

The woman quickly retorted: "Even dogs get table 

scraps." To which Jesus responded, "Because you said 

that so smartly, go home to a daughter un-possessed." 

And the woman went home and found her baby girl on 

the bed, demonless. 

 

Then Jesus went to the Ten Cities area by way of Sidon 

from Tyre. 

 

There, people begged Jesus to touch and cure a deaf man 

with a speech impediment. 

 

Jesus took the deaf man off, away from all those who 

had gathered. Then Jesus put his own fingers into the 

deaf man's ears. Then Jesus spit on his own fingers and 

touched the deaf man's tongue with the spittle. Finally, 

Jesus looked skyward and said in his native Aramaic, 
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"Ephphatha," which means "Open up." And in that 

second the man's ears opened and he could hear, and he 

could also enunciate clearly. 

 

Jesus gave all those who saw the miracle strict orders not 

to tell anyone he did it. But no matter how many times 

Jesus made this kind of demand, people just kept on 

telling others about his feats. 

 

Of the deaf man's healing, for instance, people were 

saying, "Jesus does everything well, even to the point of 

helping the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." 
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E   I    G   H   T 

 

 

Once again, Jesus preached to a huge crowd that had 

nothing to eat. 

 

Jesus told his students, "I feel very sorry for these people 

because they have stayed with me for three days and 

have now run out of food. We could send them away to 

their homes, but some of them have come from a ways 

away and might actually faint on the walk. We should 

feed them." 

 

Jesus's students replied, "How can we possibly feed this 

crowd way out here in the boondocks?" 

 

Jesus said, "Well, how many pieces of pita bread do you 

have?"  They said, "Seven." 

 

So Jesus instructed the crowd to stay seated and, with a 

blessing of gratitude, he grabbed the seven pitas and 

gave them to the students to hand out to the crowd. 
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There were also a few pond perch, and Jesus blessed 

them and distributed them too. 

 

Four thousand people ate and were full! What is more, 

there were seven baskets of leftovers! 

 

Jesus dismissed the crowd. 

 

After this he got into a boat and headed for Dalmanutha. 

But some of the smugly pious met him there and asked 

him for a sign from God. Jesus moaned in 

disappointment and said, "Why ask for heavenly signs? 

I'm not going to give you any signs." And then he left, 

getting into the boat and heading back again to the other 

side of the lake. 

 

In the boat Jesus said cryptically, "Look out for the 

bread of the smugly pious, and the bread of kings too." 

 

His students thought maybe he was referring to the fact 

that they had only brought one piece of pita bread with 

them and they asked Jesus as much: "Are you talking 

about how we only have one piece of pita with us?" 
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Exasperated with them, Jesus asked, "Why are you going 

on about having one piece of pita? Are you guys thick as 

planks? Why are you so incapable of believing in me? 

You all have eyes: can't you see with them? You all have 

ears: can't you hear with them? Do you have a memory? 

I once took five pitas and fed five thousand people with 

them and we had twelve baskets of leftovers. Then I took 

seven pitas and fed four thousand people and we had 

seven baskets of leftovers. Is it starting to come clear to 

you all now?" 

 

They came to Bathsaida and already people were 

begging Jesus to heal a blind man. So Jesus took the 

blind man off, away from everyone. Then Jesus spit on 

his own fingers and put the spittle on the man's eyes. 

Jesus asked him, "Can you see those people over there?" 

And the man said, "I can see! But the people look blurry, 

like walking trees." Then Jesus applied his fingers to the 

man's eyes one more time and again asked what the man 

could see. The man now saw everything clearly and 

perfectly. Jesus told him, "Avoid the crowds in the town 

as you make your way home." 
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Then Jesus and his students walked toward the villages 

of Caesarea Philippi.  

 

As they strolled Jesus asked them, "Who do people think 

I am?"  

 

They said, "Some people say you're John (the splasher) 

come back. Some others say you're Elijah come back. 

And still others say you're one of the other prophets 

come back." 

 

Jesus said, "What about y'all?" 

 

Peter was the first to blurt out, "You are the liberator!" 

 

Then Jesus told them all in very stern words not to tell a 

soul that he was the liberator. 

 

It was then that he started to teach them that he, a human 

child, had to endure suffering and be rejected by the 

religious elite and the smugly pious and then be 

executed. But he added that he would be raised from the 

dead three days later. 



 

A Fresh Rendering of the First Published Story About Jesus 
© lucilio.vanini@gmail.com 

 
 

49 

Peter scolded Jesus for saying such things. 

 

But Jesus, in front of all his students, chewed Peter out 

severely and said, "Get out of my way, you devil! You 

are not thinking like God but like a human." 

 

Then he gathered the students along with many others 

who were there and said to them, "If any of you really 

want to follow me, you'll have to renounce your own 

interests to do it. You who put your own life ahead of 

me will lose your life. But if you lose your life for me 

you will save your life. What benefit is there in getting 

the world itself if you lose your life in getting it? What 

really is valuable enough to exchange for a life?" 

 

He continued: "To those who are embarrassed by me and 

the things I say in an immoral world, this human child 

will be embarrassed by you when he comes in the 

magnificence of his Father and the holiest of angels. You 

know what? There are some of you standing right here at 

this moment who will not die before you see this event. 

You will not die before you see God's coming rule." 
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N   I    N   E 

 

 

Six days after this, Jesus took Peter, John, and James up 

to a high mountain peak. 

 

It was on that mountain that Jesus was completely 

transformed right before their very eyes: His clothes 

sparkled with an otherworldly glow. And Elijah and 

Moses appeared and spoke with him. 

 

Peter interrupted them and said to Jesus, "Teacher, I'm 

glad John and James and I are here so we can make three 

huts for you and Moses and Elijah." (Peter really didn't 

know what he was saying because he was scared out of 

his wits). 

 

Just then a dark cloud hovered over the peak and from 

the cloud a voice thundered, "This is my darling child! 

Pay attention to what he says!" 
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Next thing you know, the dazzle was gone, as well as 

Moses, Elijah and the cloud, and it was once again just 

Jesus with his three students. 

 

On the descent Jesus told them to keep quiet about the 

vision they had just seen, at least until after he had risen 

from the dead. They kept the secret, but they didn't really 

know what rising from the dead might mean. 

 

Then they asked him, "Why do the religious teachers say 

Elijah needs to arrive before the liberator?" 

 

Jesus said, "Elijah already came and he was treated as 

scriptures of old said he would be treated." 

 

When they got to the base of the mountain they saw a 

large crowd encircling all the other students of Jesus, 

and some of the students were arguing with the smugly 

pious. Then the crowd saw Jesus, and filled with awe for 

him, ran toward him in mass. 

 

Jesus asked, "What is everyone arguing about?" 
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Someone stepped forward and said to Jesus, "Teacher, I 

brought my demon-haunted, teeth-grinding, mouth-

foaming son to your students to have them eject his evil 

spirit, but they can't do it." 

 

Jesus said, "What scarcity of faith I find in this day and 

age! How much longer do I have to endure this? Give 

me the boy!" 

 

The evil spirit in the boy saw Jesus and tossed the child 

on the ground, where he had a shaking fit and foamed at 

the mouth. 

 

Jesus said to the father, "Has he been like this a long 

time?" And the father replied, "From early childhood 

that demon has pitched him into both fire and water, 

trying to kill him. If you can help him, please pity us and 

do so." 

 

"If you can help him?" exclaimed Jesus. "Anybody can 

do it if they believe they can," he said. To which the 

father said, "I'm trying to believe! Help my unbelief!" 
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Then Jesus scolded the demon, saying, "You despicable 

demon that has kept this boy from speaking and hearing, 

I'm telling you, get out of him and never come back!" 

 

The demon screamed and violently shook the boy's 

body, but it left. The boy just lay there looking dead, and 

people in the crowd said the boy was dead. But Jesus 

took the child by the hand and lifted him to his feet. 

 

Soon after, Jesus's students asked him why they couldn't 

eject that demon. He said some demons only get the boot 

after you pray for a long, long while. 

 

They kept walking across Galilee, but Jesus didn't want 

anyone to know he was in the area because he simply 

wanted to be alone with his students. 

 

He was telling his students about his fate: "This human 

child will be handed over to people who will kill him, 

but after a few days, he will rise from the dead." The 

students didn't even understand what he was talking 

about, and by now they were afraid to ask him. 

 



 

A Fresh Rendering of the First Published Story About Jesus 
© lucilio.vanini@gmail.com 

 
 

54 

When they came to his house in Capernaum Jesus asked 

them what they had been quarrelling about on the walk. 

No one said a word. The truth is, they had been arguing 

about which one of them was the top student. 

 

Jesus discovered this and told the twelve, "If you want to 

be on top, be on the bottom, because the top one, in my 

view, must be a servant to all the others."  

 

He hugged and held a little child to make his point: 

"Whoever embraces even a lowly child embraces me, 

and not just me but also the one who sent me." 

 

A little time passed and John said, "We saw someone we 

don't know dispelling a demon by using your name. We 

tried to put a stop to it, because, after all, he's not one of 

us." 

 

But Jesus said, "Don't try to stop a guy like that. If he 

can perform miracles in my name he's not going to speak 

ill of me. Remember: Those not against us are for us. 

Seriously, if that guy offered people even a drink of 

water because he thinks they're associated with the 
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liberator, he'll get his prize one day. But if that guy trips 

up one of my lowly followers so that that lowly follower 

loses faith in me, it would be a better deal for that guy to 

drape a boulder around his neck and go jump in a lake." 

 

He went on:  "If your hand is your failing point, cut it 

off. It's a better deal to go into eternal life as a cripple 

than to go two-handed into hell, where, by the way, the 

fire is impossible to extinguish. Or, say your foot is your 

failing point. Cut it off. It's a better deal to enter limping 

into eternal life than to trot into hell on two good feet. 

Or, say it's your eye that's your failing point. Gouge it 

out. It's a better deal to enter one-eyed into God's 

presence than with two eyes get tossed into hell, where, 

by the way, there are worms that never die and there are 

fires that never cease blazing." 

 

And: "It's everyone's fate to be salted with fire. Salt is 

good, no doubt. But what if salt lost its salty flavor? 

How would we go about seasoning salt? Become salty!" 

 

Finally Jesus said, "By the way, try not to fight among 

yourselves any more." 
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T   E   N 

 

 

Jesus left Galilee and walked way down south to Judea, 

even far out beyond the Jordon River. 

 

A huge group of people came to hear him speak. 

 

It was there that the smugly pious tried to test Jesus's 

religious knowledge by asking him if it was legal, 

according to religious law, for a husband to divorce his 

wife. 

 

Jesus turned the question back on them: "What did 

Moses say on the matter?" 

 

They said, "Moses permitted divorce through the simple 

act of the husband writing it up on parchment." 

 

Then Jesus rejoined, "Moses was forced into that 

concession because people had gotten to be so 

insensitive. But from the beginning of time until Moses 
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it was not that way, if I may allude to the Torah when it 

said: 

God made humans boy and girl 

Boy leaves mom to get the girl 

And sticking to the girl he's won 

The boy and girl become as one 
 

So, the pair is not really even two things anymore but 

one thing. God puts the pair together and nobody has the 

right to split them up." 

 

A bit later, off to the side, Jesus's students asked him 

again about his opinion on divorce, and he spelled it out 

in no uncertain terms: "If you divorce your wife and 

remarry, you commit adultery. Or, if your wife divorces 

you and remarries, she commits adultery." 

 

People started bringing little children to Jesus so he 

could touch them and bless them. Jesus's students got all 

huffy about it, and Jesus got huffy with them: "Let the 

children come to me! Don't try to stop them! It's little 

ones like this who possess God's presence. Seriously, if 

you don't accept the presence of God like a toddler, 
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you'll never experience it." Then Jesus hefted as many 

kids as he could and hugged and kissed and blessed them 

all. 

 

Then Jesus left for a walk, and a man came up and fell 

down in his path, saying, "Good teacher, what must I do 

to receive life everlasting?" 

 

Jesus said, "Why do you call me good? Only God is 

good. How to get eternal life? Keep the commandments: 

don't murder, don't commit adultery, don't steal, don't 

tell lies about people, don't swindle, respect your 

parents." 

 

The man said, "I have kept these commandments since I 

was a small boy." 

 

Jesus was instantly filled with affection for the man and 

told him, "Here's something you lack: Sell all your 

possessions and give the money to the poor so that you'll 

have a fortune in heaven. Then come and follow me." 
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But the man was crestfallen and just walked away, 

because he owned quite a lot of things. 

 

Seeing him leave, Jesus said to his students, "It's got to 

be hard for rich people to enter into God's presence." 

The students didn't understand this statement at all. So 

Jesus said it again, "Little brood! I said it's hard to enter 

into God's presence if you're rich! In fact, it would be 

easier to thread a needle with a camel than to get a rich 

person into God's presence." The students thought that 

was an outrageous statement and asked, "Who could 

ever make it by that standard?" Jesus replied, "Well, 

what's hard for a rich person to do isn't hard for God to 

do. Anything's possible!" 

 

Peter stepped forward saying, "Have you considered that 

we have left everything to follow you?" 

 

Jesus replied, "Everyone of you who has left a house and 

a field and a father and a mother and a brother and a 

child behind for my sake and for the sake of my 

message, you will receive a hundred times more houses 

and fields and fathers and mothers and brothers and 
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children in this very life (along with maltreatment). And 

to top it off, you'll live forever in the next life. However, 

many of you who think you're on top will be on bottom. 

And those who think you're on the bottom will be on 

top." 

 

They were on the road for Jerusalem and everyone but 

Jesus was afraid. 

 

On the way, Jesus was telling his students, "In Jerusalem 

this human child will face off with religious authorities, 

and they will condemn me to die and then turn me over 

to the secular rulers, who will ridicule me and beat me 

up and kill me. But three days later I'll rise." 

 

Just then, James and John, Zebedee's sons, asked Jesus if 

he would grant them a favor and Jesus said, "What is it?" 

They asked, "When you're King, can one of us sit on 

your right and one of us sit on your left?" Jesus said, 

"You don't know what you're asking for! Can you drink 

what I'm about to drink, or be immersed in the sorrows 

I'm about to be immersed in?" They said they could and 

Jesus said to them, "Well, you will in fact drink what I'm 
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about to drink, and you will in fact endure an immersion 

into sorrow. But, you know, those who are to sit on my 

right and left, that's not really my choice. It's already 

settled." 

 

The other ten students heard this exchange and were 

considerably put off by James and John. 

 

That's when Jesus said to all of them, "Godless rulers are 

known to be autocrats, but I don't want that to be the 

case with you. If you want to be great, become a servant 

to the others. If you want to be first, be as a slave to 

everyone. This human child didn't come to be waited on 

hand on foot but to wait on others, and, I might add, to 

give my life as a payoff for many people." 

 

Jesus and his twelve apostles and a huge throng were 

walking out of Jericho and still headed toward Jerusalem 

when a blind beggar named Bartimaeus (son of 

Timaeus) hailed Jesus: "Jesus, son of David, pity me!"  

 

People in the crowd told Bart to shut up but he only 

yelled louder. Finally Jesus said, "Bring him over to 
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me." To which, the crowd said to Bartimaeus, "Perk up! 

He's calling you!" So he flung his cloak aside and felt his 

way to Jesus. "What can I do for you?" Jesus asked. 

Bartimaeus said, "My master, let me see."  

 

Then Jesus told him, "Get along. Your faith has cured 

you."  

 

In that instant the man could see, and he joined in the 

procession to Jerusalem. 
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E   L    E   V   E   N 

 

 

Getting close to Jerusalem, near Bethphage and Bethany 

and the Mount of Olives, Jesus asked two of his students 

to find a pony he could ride. 

 

"If anybody asks you why you're taking the pony, just 

say 'The master needs it and will return it shortly'." And 

that's what happened. 

 

The students took their coats and tossed them over the 

pony's back so Jesus could ride it. And then other people 

started pitching their garments onto the road that Jesus's 

pony was cantering on. Still others cut palm leaves from 

trees and flung those onto the road too. 

 

A chorus rang out chanting, "Yi-Ha! Holy is he who 

comes in the name of God!  Holy is the coming kingdom 

of David's son! Yi-Ha! Heavens Above!" 

 

Then Jesus trotted on pony-back into Jerusalem, 

stopping at the Temple and entering it, but since it was 
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late, he decided to retreat back to Bethany with his 

twelve students. 

 

The next morning, on the way back to Jerusalem, Jesus 

was hungry and thought to eat figs from a tree that he 

saw at some distance. But when he got up to the fig tree, 

there were no figs on it because, after all, it wasn't fig 

season! 

 

Even so, Jesus cursed the tree and predicted it would 

never bear fruit again. His students actually overheard 

this. 

 

Jesus then entered Jerusalem and went into the Temple 

and started a commotion by kicking over tables and 

throwing out all the people who were buying and selling 

things like sacrificial doves. At one point he wouldn't 

even allow anyone to carry anything to and fro inside the 

Temple. 

 

He was quoting the ancient poet Isaiah, who spoke on 

behalf of God:  
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My home 

Intended for prayer 

You have made a 

Robbers' lair 

 

And Jesus was talking about other matters too. 

 

The Temple religious authorities saw the ruckus and 

heard Jesus quoting Isaiah, and they would have killed 

him on the spot, but they were afraid to make a move. 

The entire crowd was in rapt attention at Jesus's words. 

 

Later, in the evening, Jesus and his students left the 

Temple and the city. 

 

The next morning, on the way back to Jerusalem, Jesus's 

students saw that the fig tree he cursed yesterday was a 

dead stalk today, and Peter pointed it out to Jesus. 

 

Jesus said, "Trust God on these matters. Say to a 

mountain, 'Hurl yourself into the sea!' And then notice 

what happens. If you don't doubt that the mountain will 

march itself into the ocean, that mountain will march 
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itself into the ocean. When you beg God for something, 

believe that he's already giving it to you, and then you'll 

get it." 

 

"But," he went on, "when you do beg something of God, 

make sure that you have forgiveness in your heart for 

anyone who has offended you. This will predispose God 

to forgiving you and to granting your request." 

 

And so they entered Jerusalem and the Temple a third 

time. Various religious authorities as well as a few of the 

smugly pious were waiting there for Jesus. 

 

One of them asked Jesus by whose rule he was doing the 

things he was doing, and Jesus rejoined with his own 

query: "If you answer my question I'll answer yours: Did 

John splash people in the Jordon by heaven's rule or by 

his own rule?" 

 

The religious authorities and the smugly pious consulted 

each other quietly, off to the side: "Suppose we say by 

heaven's rule: then Jesus will chide us for not getting 

splashed by John. Suppose we say that John splashed by 
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his own rule: then this sizeable crowd of John 

aficionados may very well hurt us." 

 

So they answered Jesus's question: "We don't know."  

 

And that left Jesus the option of saying, "Then I won't 

tell you by whose rule I do the things I do." 
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T   W   E   L    V   E 

 

 

Before the Temple authorities and the smugly pious left 

the building, Jesus began a little story-time for them: 

 

"A man plants a vineyard, fences it in, and provides all 

the necessary accessories for it, like a wine press and a 

watch tower. Then he rents it out and goes abroad. Later, 

the man sends a servant to collect the rent and the profits 

from the sale of the wine. But the renters beat the servant 

about the head and face and send him off without a cent. 

A second servant comes for the rent and the profits. He's 

also roughed up, and insulted, to boot. A third servant 

comes and this one is murdered. A fourth and a fifth 

come, and more come later, and all meet like fates, either 

beatings or death. Finally, the vineyard owner sends his 

son to collect the money, thinking it's unlikely that the 

renters will harm the son. But the renters just see an 

opportunity to keep the land by killing its inheritor, the 

son. So they kill the son. What is the vineyard owner to 

do now? I'll tell you what he does: he comes and he 
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executes those renters, and then he up and gives the 

vineyard away to someone else." 

 

By way of explaining this story-time, Jesus then quoted 

a psalm by one of the ancient poets: 
 

Builders once disowned 

A rock that was a cornerstone 
 

It dawned on the listeners that Jesus's story-time was 

about them and so they wanted to take him into custody 

that instant, but they were afraid because of the crowd. 

So they left , for the time being… 

 

Returning, the Temple authorities and the smugly pious 

had devised a plan to trap Jesus in a trick question.  

 

"Teacher," they said, "it's obvious that you play no 

favorites with people but treat everyone equally, and that 

what you teach about God is true…What have you to say 

about taxes? Should we pay taxes to the emperor or 

not?" 
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Jesus spotted their cunning and exposed it for what it 

was: "Why are you trying to trick me into saying 

something controversial? Pull out a coin." They did so. 

Then Jesus said, "Whose profile decorates the coin?" 

They said, "The coin has the emperor's visage on it, of 

course." Jesus said, "Then give it back to the emperor 

because it's plainly his! And then give to God what is 

plainly God's." The Temple authorities and the smugly 

pious were bowled over by the cleverness of Jesus's 

reply. 

 

Certain members of the Sadducees sect heard that Jesus 

believed in life after death, which they rejected on the 

grounds that Moses's Torah taught no such belief. And 

so, attempting to catch Jesus in a contradiction, they 

asked him this: "Teacher, Moses taught that if a man 

dies without having had a child, the man's brother should 

marry the widow in order to produce children. What if 

seven brothers die in succession, all having married the 

same woman? After she dies, whose wife is she in the 

afterlife? Which of the seven brothers, all rightfully 

husbands to the one lady, gets her?" 
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Jesus replied, "You really expose your ignorance with 

this question: ignorance of scripture and ignorance of 

God's power. Look, in the afterlife, people don't marry, 

but they live like angels do in heaven. As for Moses and 

the afterlife: we all know how God spoke to Moses in 

that bushfire and referred to Himself as the God of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, three patriarchs who lived 

and died centuries before Moses was born. God was not 

telling Moses that God is a God of dead people but of 

people who are living in the afterlife. And that's why 

you're absolutely wrong." 

 

One of the Temple authorities overheard this exchange 

and thought well of Jesus's response and so he asked 

Jesus which of God's commandments was the best one. 

 

Jesus replied, "The best of God's commandments says 

God is a solitary being and we should love God with our 

whole existence and all our strength. The second best of 

God's commands says we should cultivate affection for 

other people as we cultivate affection for ourselves. 

None of the other commandments comes close to being 

better than these two." 
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The man who asked the question was moved to agree, 

and he added that these two commands were better than 

any animal sacrifice. Jesus considered that a wise 

statement and said to the man, "You are close to 

knowing what God is all about." 

 

After such cross-examinations and Jesus's wise 

responses, no one would even dare to ask him another 

question. 

 

And so Jesus started teaching: "Religious sages say that 

the liberator will be a son of King David, but David 

himself said (coaxed by God's holy exhalation): 
 

God said to my master 

' Sit to my right as I put  

Your rivals beneath your foot ' 
 

Here David calls the liberator "my master," language he 

would likely not say to a son." 

 

The listeners got a jolt of glee out of this statement. 

 



 

A Fresh Rendering of the First Published Story About Jesus 
© lucilio.vanini@gmail.com 

 
 

73 

Jesus went on: "Watch out for the smugly pious. They 

like to make a show of their apparel, and they like to be 

greeted with dignified titles when they're out and about, 

and they like to scoop up front-row seats at the 

synagogue, and they presume to sit in places of honor at 

various parties. They actually rob widows blind. And 

then they prattle these long and drawn out prayers, all 

for the sake of appearances. They're in for a greater 

condemnation than most." 

 

Just then Jesus pointed out to his students a line of 

people who were putting money offerings into a Temple 

collection bin. Wealthy people put in sizeable sums, but 

there was this poor widow who put in a single solitary 

cent. At this Jesus told his students, "No lie, this woman 

put in more than all the rest, because the others gave 

from plenty and she gave from scarcity. It was probably 

all she had to live on." 
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T   H   I    R   T   E   E   N 

 

 

One of Jesus's students marveled over the magnificence 

of the Temple's gigantic cut stones and the height and 

majesty of all its buildings. Then Jesus said, "Everyone 

of these stones in this great edifice will collapse and fall 

one day." 

 

Later, when they were all sitting on the Mount of Olives, 

Peter and James and John and Andrew asked Jesus in 

confidence when the Temple would fall and what signs 

would foretell such events. 

 

Jesus then spoke at length of the end-time:  

 

"Don't be duped. Plenty of men will come and say they 

are me and will in fact hoodwink quite a lot of people. 

You'll hear about wars here and there, but don't be upset: 

these things must happen before the end. Nations will 

fight nations. Governments will fight governments. 

Earthquakes will occur. Famines too. Even at this, it's 

only the beginning of birthing pangs. You yourselves 
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will be stood before tribunals. You'll get beat up in 

places of worship. You'll even make your case in front 

of secular rulers. All because of me, so that my message 

is spread to every country. Before you're seated in the 

witness stand, don't give a moment's thought to what 

you're going to say. And when you're in the stand, just 

speak your mind because God's holy exhalation will 

provide your thoughts and your words in that minute. A 

brother will betray a brother and get him killed. A father 

will do similarly of his child. Children too will see that 

their own parents are executed. You yourselves will be 

loathed simply because you use my name. And those 

who can endure this treatment will be rescued. When 

you see a blatant sacrilege in a place where it should 

never occur"––(reader, note well)––"then those who live 

in Judea should high tail it to the mountains. If you're up 

on your roof when it happens, jump down and run and 

don't go inside your house to collect anything. If you're 

out in a field, just run, and don't go back to fetch a coat 

or something. It'll be bad luck if you're pregnant or 

nursing an infant then. And pray that it doesn't happen in 

winter! At that time, the degree of suffering will surpass 

all the suffering that occurred in the world up till then 
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and all the suffering to come after. In fact, if God doesn't 

interrupt events at that time, no one will survive. But 

because God chose a select few for rescue, he will 

interrupt the events of those days and cut them short. 

Someone at that time might say the liberator is here or 

the liberator is there. Don't fall for that. There will be 

fake liberators and bogus prophets leading all manner of 

people off course, even some of God's chosen ones. So 

be vigilant! That's it! I'm telling you everything I have to 

say on the matter. Some of our ancient poets said of the 

last days:  
 

After the pain 

Sun is dark 

Moon scarcely lit 

Stars buckle and stream 

Cosmos tremble in the extreme 
 

Then! Then! Then! Then all will see a human child 

riding upon cirrus clouds, intensely strong and glowing 

in effulgence. That human child will send out ethereal 

agents to collect those whom God has chosen: collect 

them from every point on the globe and every point in 
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the heavens. Take a hint from the fig tree: when it 

sprouts leaves you know summer is coming. So too with 

the things I'm saying: when you see these things start to 

occur, you'll know that the end is very, very near. Now 

get this: These end-time events will take place before the 

present generation of people has died. Then heaven and 

earth will die. But my words will never die. Even though 

I say that the end is near, no one really knows the exact 

day or the exact hour it will happen. Not even God's 

ethereal agents in heaven know. Not even God's son 

knows. Only the Father God knows. Just stay on the alert 

since it could happen any time. Let me end with a tiny 

story-time about this: Say the master of a house leaves 

that house for a while and puts various servants in 

charge of different duties while he's gone. And then the 

master puts another man on constant guard as 

superintendent of the servants. Stay awake, everybody! 

No one knows when the master will return home: 

evening? midnight? morning? Suppose the master shows 

up suddenly and finds everybody sleeping when they're 

suppose to be awake and about their duties? My point? 

I'll say it to you again and I wish I could say it to 

everyone:  Stay wide awake!" 
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F   O   U   R   T   E   E   N 

 

 

There were two days to go before the Passover in 

Jerusalem. (Passover is the feast of unleavened bread 

commemorating the ancient escape from captivity in 

Egypt). 

 

Various Temple authorities and religious leaders were 

trying to think up a quiet way to capture Jesus and have 

him killed. But they thought better of it during the feast 

days, since the people crowding into Jerusalem might 

riot. 

 

Meanwhile Jesus was in Bethany, not far from 

Jerusalem, at the house of a former leper named Simon.  

 

There was a woman in the house with a beautiful 

translucent gypsum jar filled with a very expensive and 

aromatic cream. She worked the cream into Jesus's scalp. 

Then some killjoys in the room scolded the woman for 

such a blatant display of the luxurious. "That jar could 
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have fetched a pretty penny and we could have given the 

money to some deserving poor person," they said.  

 

But Jesus reprimanded them: "Stop already. Quit giving 

her grief. She did a nice thing for me. You have the poor 

to help any time you want from now on, but my days are 

numbered. She has anointed me for my imminent burial. 

I hope she's immortalized by this act. I hope her story is 

told every time my story is told, the whole world over." 

 

It was at this point that Judas Iscariot, one of Jesus's 

intimate twelve students, went to the religious authorities 

to inform on Jesus. They were thrilled and offered Judas 

money. So Judas kept an eye out for an opportunity to 

betray Jesus. 

 

On the first day of the Passover feast, when the 

sacrificial lamb is killed, Jesus's students asked him 

where he might want to eat the Passover meal. So Jesus 

sent two students into Jerusalem to secure a room. He 

said to them: "Right when you get into the city, look for 

a man with a water jar: he'll be coming to meet you. 

Follow that man to the house of another man, and ask 
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that man, 'Where is the teacher to eat Passover with his 

students?' He's going to take you upstairs to a big room 

that'll already be laid out for our supper. You can make 

further preparations for the room then."  So the students 

went into Jerusalem and everything panned out just as 

Jesus said. And so they made the necessary additional 

preparations in the room up the stairs. 

 

In the evening Jesus and his twelve intimate students 

went to the room up the stairs. Everyone had taken a seat 

and everyone was eating and then Jesus dropped a 

bombshell on them: "No lie, one of you is planning to 

betray me; one of you who is actually eating with me 

right now." 

 

That upset everybody and one by one each said, "Not 

me, right?" 

 

Jesus said, "It's one of you. One of my twelve. One who 

shares the dipping bowl for the bread. I, a human child, 

must die. That was long ago written down. But it'll be 

gloom and doom for the one who betrays me. It would 

have been better for him not to be born." 
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At the meal, Jesus took a piece of pita and blessed it and 

broke it up. Handing the pieces to his students he said, 

"Take this as my body." Then he took a cup of wine and 

blessed it. Passing it around for all to sip from, he said, 

"Take this as my blood, blood of a promise, blood spilt 

for multitudes. No lie, I won't touch wine again until I 

drink it new in God's presence." 

 

Then they sang a few of the ancient songs of king David. 

 

After supper they went to the Mount of Olives where 

Jesus stunned them again by predicting they would all 

desert him. "Seize the shepherd, scatter the sheep," he 

said. "But after I'm raised from the dead," he added, 

"we'll meet up again in Galilee." 

 

Peter professed to Jesus that he would never desert him, 

even if all the others did. Jesus said, "No lie Peter, before 

you hear a rooster cock-a-doodle-doo two times 

tomorrow morning, you will have denied knowing me 

three times!" But Peter was extravagant in expressing 

loyalty: "Even if they kill me along with you, I won't 
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deny knowing you!" All the other students made similar 

kinds of declarations. 

 

They went over to an olive orchard, Gethsemane by 

name. Jesus said, "You guys sit here and I'm going over 

there to pray. He took Peter and James and John with 

him.  

 

Then Jesus became visibly nervous, anxious, and terribly 

distraught. He said to Peter, James and John, "I am so 

sad and sick about dying. Please stay awake with me 

while I go I pray." 

 

And moving a little further away from the three, Jesus 

collapsed onto the ground and begged God to change the 

course of events about to transpire. 

 

Jesus cried, "Daddy! Father! You can do anything you 

want!  Please don't let me die!" 

 

After a minute Jesus added to the prayer: "But do what 

you want to do. Don't listen to what I want." 
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Then Jesus got up and walked over to find Peter and 

James and John asleep. Jesus roused Peter and said, 

"Couldn't you stay awake for an hour, like I asked you 

to? Wake up and beg God that you won't be put to a test. 

Spirit craves escape but body is its weight." 

 

Jesus returned to pray by himself, begging God with the 

same words he used earlier. 

 

He came again to find all three students asleep, for they 

were overcome with fatigue. He woke them but they 

didn't know what to say for themselves. 

 

A third time Jesus came and found them asleep and said, 

"Still asleep? Enough is enough! That's it! This human 

child is about to be handed over to reprobates. Get up! 

Look over there and see my betrayer!" 

 

As Jesus was speaking this last sentence, Judas, one of 

the intimate twelve, walked up with a crowd of people 

all carrying weapons, all sent by some of the religious 

leaders. 
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In the darkness, so as to arrest the right man, Judas had 

arranged a signal: the one he kissed, that was Jesus. 

 

And so it was. Judas walked up to Jesus, called him 

"teacher," and kissed him. At this signal, the weapons-

wielding crowd apprehended Jesus. Someone pulled out 

a sword and cut off the ear of the high priests' slave. 

Jesus said to his abductors, "Do you really need all these 

weapons as if I were some kind of a thug in hiding? You 

see me every day walking and teaching in the Temple. 

Why not arrest me then? Ah, well, let the scriptures 

come true as predicted." 

 

His eleven students deserted him, running for their lives, 

and one of them sprinted off naked, since his would-be 

abductors caught hold of the linen cloth he had draped 

around his body. 

 

Jesus was taken to see the high priest and the chief 

priests and the religious authorities and the white-haired 

sages. Peter was able to follow along and even slip into 

the back yard of the high priest's house. Peter sat himself 

down with some guards beside an open fire. 
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The high priest and the chief priests and the religious 

authorities and the white-haired sages wanted testimony 

against Jesus so they could recommend the death 

penalty. But as it turned out, the witnessed contradicted 

each other and plainly gave false evidence against Jesus, 

and so the high priest and the chief priests and the 

religious authorities and the white-haired sages didn't 

trust the testimonies. 

 

For instance, one witness said, "Jesus said he would 

destroy our man-made Temple and in three days build 

another one without the use of human labor." But other 

witnesses disputed this statement. 

 

So the high priest got on his feet and queried Jesus: 

"You got anything to say about all this?" 

 

Jesus kept silent. 

 

Then the high priest asked Jesus point blank, "Are you 

the liberator, the child of The Blessed?" 
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Then Jesus replied: "Yes, I am." 

 

Jesus went on: "You will see this human child sitting on 

the right side of Power and, as the ancient poet Daniel 

said, 'coming with the heavenly clouds'." 

 

In a fit of pious apoplexy, the high priest ripped his own 

clothes off and said to the others, "Witnesses?! We don't 

need no stinking witnesses! We just heard it for 

ourselves!  Blasphemy!  What should we do with him?!" 

 

The unanimous reply was to kill him. 

 

Then some among the group of high priest, chief priests, 

religious authorities, and white-haired sages began to 

spit on Jesus, blindfold him and hit him, all the while 

taunting him with the words, "Prophesy! Prophesy!" 

 

Then the guards got hold of Jesus and beat him to a 

ruddy pulp. 

 

Meanwhile, out in the back yard, Peter was recognized 

as a follower of Jesus. A servant girl looked him over 
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and said to Peter, "You're with Jesus from Nazareth." 

Peter denied it saying, "I haven't a clue what you're 

talking about." Then Peter walked away and into the 

front yard.  A rooster cock-a-doodle-dooed one time. But 

the servant girl followed Peter and speaking so that a 

whole group of people could hear her, said, "This man is 

with Jesus." Peter denied it a second time. Then others 

said to Peter, "You most certainly are with Jesus because 

it's plain that you're from Galilee." Peter was reduced to 

base cursing and a third time denied knowing Jesus with 

the words, "Damn-it-all, I don't know Jesus!" A rooster 

sang out a second time. Peter recalled Jesus's prediction: 

"Before the rooster cock-a-doodle-doos twice, you will 

have denied me thrice."  

 

Then Peter collapsed into heaving, convulsive weeping. 
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F   I    F   T   E   E   N 

 

 

At daylight, the high priest, the chief priests, the 

religious authorities, and the white-haired sages held a 

council on what to do with Jesus. 

 

It was decided that Jesus would be shackled and sent to 

the secular Roman ruler, Pilate. 

 

Pilate simply asked Jesus, "Are you the King of the 

Jews?" 

 

"You might say so," was Jesus's reply. 

 

Then the religious authorities accused Jesus of a list of 

infractions. Pilate listened and then turned again to 

Jesus, saying, "Do you have a defense against all these 

accusations?"  

 

Pilate was surprised to see Jesus keep his mouth shut. 
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It was Pilate's custom to release a prisoner during the 

Passover festival, and so he thought to present Jesus to 

the crowd as a candidate for release, since it was obvious 

to Pilate that the religious authorities had accused Jesus 

out of jealousy.  

 

Pilate said to the crowd, "How about I let this King of 

the Jews go free?" But the religious authorities in the 

crowd stirred everybody up against Jesus and had them 

ask that a radical named Barabbas be released instead. 

This Barabbas was a revolutionary, imprisoned for 

murder. "If I let Barabbas go, then what should I do with 

this man whom some of you call the King of the Jews?" 

asked Pilate. 

 

"Execute him!" the crowd screamed. 

 

"But what has he done deserving death?" Pilate returned. 

 

"Just execute him!" the crowd screeched even louder. 

 

Pilate wanted only to mollify the crowd at this point, and 

so he gave an order that Barabbas be release and that 
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Jesus be soundly whipped before being executed by 

nailing him to a crossbeam of wood. 

 

A few hundred Roman soldiers got hold of Jesus in 

Pilate's back yard and some of them dressed Jesus in a 

gown of royal purple while others twisted a stem of 

sharply spiked thorns into a crown for Jesus's head. 

 

Then they gave Jesus mock allegiance and said, "We 

salute you, King of the Jews!" They beat him with a pole 

and spat on him as they knelt in fake reverence before 

him. 

 

After teasing him like this they took the purple off him 

and gave him his own clothes back. Then they led him 

out into the street for the walk to his execution. 

 

The soldiers grabbed a passerby, someone who had just 

that moment come into Jerusalem from the countryside, 

and made him carry the crossbeam Jesus would be 

nailed to. (That passerby was none other than Simon the 

Cyrene, Alexander and Rufus's father.) 
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Then the soldiers brought Jesus to the place where he 

would die, a place that was nicknamed Golgotha 

(because of all the human skulls lying on the ground). 

 

In a moment of pity, the soldiers offered Jesus some 

wine that was mixed with medicinal myrrh. Jesus 

refused it. 

 

And then the soldiers nailed Jesus hand and foot to the 

crossbeam, naked. 

 

They sorted out his clothes, and they threw dice to see 

who would get what. 

 

It was nine o'clock in the morning. 

 

The soldiers made a sign to put up before Jesus that read, 

"The King Of The Jews." 

 

Two robbers were also nailed to crossbeams, one on 

Jesus's left and one on his right. 
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People gathered to watch, and some ridiculed Jesus out 

loud as they waved to him: "You said you'd demolish the 

Temple and restore it in three days! Ha! Why don't you 

restore yourself by coming down off that beam?" 

 

A few of the religious authorities that had gathered said 

similar things, but only among themselves: "He helped 

others and he can't help himself. If he's the liberator and 

our King, let him jump down off that beam and prove it 

to us right now." 

 

Even the two condemned robbers were making fun of 

Jesus. 

 

Three hours later, at noon, and from noon until three in 

the afternoon, it was as if it was nighttime: it became 

that dark outside. 

 

At three in the afternoon, Jesus bellowed out the 

despondent words of the ancient poet-king David: 
 

God of mine?  

Desert me at this time? 
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Folks standing around mistakenly thought Jesus was 

calling out to the long-gone prophet Elijah, thinking 

maybe Elijah would rescue him. They soaked a sponge 

with some tart wine and put it on a stick to press it 

against Jesus's mouth. 

 

At that, Jesus screamed out, and then he died. 

 

When he died a curtain in the Temple that served to 

separate God's presence from the people split down the 

middle, top to bottom. 

 

A Roman officer who was standing right in front of 

Jesus and who saw him die said, "It's true: this man was 

God's son." 

 

Off in the distance, there were many of Jesus's Galilean 

lady followers who used to provide for him there. These 

women saw Jesus die too. Mary Magdalene, Mary 

(James's and Joses's mother), and Salome were there, 

and many, many other women too, all of whom had 

made the long walk from Galilee to Jerusalem to be with 

Jesus. 
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In the evening of the day Jesus died, a Friday, Joseph of 

Arimathea, one of the kindly religious authorities who 

was always waiting for God's presence on earth, had the 

courage to ask Pilate for Jesus's body. 

 

Pilate wondered if Jesus was really dead, and so he sent 

for a soldier to confirm it, which the soldier did. 

Thereupon Pilate permitted Joseph of Arimathea to take 

Jesus's body down from the crossbeam. 

 

Joseph took Jesus off the beam and wrapped his body in 

a fine linen shroud and laid it in a cave-like tomb. 

Leaving the crypt, Joseph rolled a heavy stone over the 

entry. 

 

Mary Magdalene, along with Joses's mother Mary, saw 

the whole thing, and they took note of where Jesus was 

entombed. 
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S   I    X   T   E   E   N 

 

 

Jesus was interred on Friday night. Since religious piety 

prevented them from doing any work on a Saturday, it 

wasn't until Sunday morning that Mary Magdalene, and 

James's mother Mary, and Salome, brought ceremonial 

botanicals to Jesus's tomb in order to anoint his body. 

 

On the way there, the women worried about how to 

remove the large rock that was blocking the entry to 

Jesus's tomb. 

 

But when they got to the site, the stone had already been 

rolled away. 

 

The three women entered the cave and there was a 

youngish man sitting in it, off to the right. He was 

dressed completely in white.  He frightened the women. 

 

He sought to soothe them with these words: "Don't be 

afraid. You're looking for Jesus from Nazareth, who was 

executed. He has been raised from the dead! He is not 
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here anymore! Look over there where he was laid out 

and see for yourselves. Now, go and tell Jesus's students 

and Peter that Jesus is going north to Galilee ahead of 

them. In Galilee, they will all see him, just as Jesus had 

said." 

 

Mary and Mary and Salome ran out of that tomb in 

terror, and they didn't say a word to anyone about any of 

this, because they were scared out of their wits. 

 

 

The oldest ancient manuscr ipts of Mark end with the 

above last sentence. 

 

 

Subsequent ancient versions of Mark offered the 

following concluding remarks. 

 

 

After Jesus rose from the dead on Sunday morning, 

Mary Magdalene was the first to see him alive again. 

(Jesus had removed seven demons from Mary a long 

time before this). 
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For her part, Mary went to Jesus's students, who were 

beside themselves with grief and tears. She told them 

Jesus was alive.  None of them believed her. 

 

Next, Jesus appeared in disguise to two of his students as 

they were walking out of Jerusalem and into the 

countryside. Those two went back and told the other 

students that Jesus was alive.  None believed them. 

 

Finally, Jesus appeared to his eleven intimate students 

when they were all sitting at a table. He scolded those 

who lacked faith to believe the reports that he was alive. 

 

Then he commissioned them to "Go the world over with 

my good message and announce it to every created 

thing." 

 

He then stipulated two conditions for salvation, namely, 

splashing and belief: "Those who get splashed with 

water and who believe my message will be saved." 
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Then he stipulated one condition for damnation, namely, 

disbelief: "Those who do not believe will be 

condemned." 

 

Jesus declared that five signs would authenticate true 

believers.  Using his name, he said,  t r u e  believers will 
 

1. Exorcize demons 

2. Speak in tongues 

3. Handle snakes 

4. Drink poison without harm  

5. Cure the sick by touch 

 

After saying these things, Jesus was taken up into the 

sky where he sat down next to God, on the right. 

 

As to his students, they went out and broadcast Jesus's 

good news everywhere.  

 

And Jesus kept working through them, authenticating 

their message with the accompanying signs. 

 


